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NGHBRS 1s best experienced from the inside out:

amidst the dialogue that is its primordial

soup.

So we present to you a colloguial map of the
NGHBRS universe. Because much like Zen, or The
Matrix, no one can really be told what NGHBRS
is. You have to see it for yourself.

Maven Millev
The Hawnd
AU3u9+ 19, 107
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ADGOBLIN

MM: What does Adgoblin do?

TS: He pushes products. So,
if The T.H.E. maintains the
health and the wellbeing of
its citizens, then Adgoblin
works on stimulating them.

TB: And getting them to
consume surplus material.
Because NGHBRS also functions
as part of a support nucleus
for the miners. They make all
of the food — these apple
balls and banana sticks, the
meat products, whatever goes
into the Kitcher -

TS: What is that?

TB: Goo.

TS: Yeah. A white goo.

TB: Adgob is pushing the
surplus. It’s a post-scarcity
economy. You have to deal with
the excess. So there’s still a
need for advertising in that

TB:

"Wheve T can 32‘\'
\aid”

TS:

"Wheve T can aet
laid. Wheve T con
3@\' \elled at?”

MM: And the AI made the
neighbors station?

TS: Yeah. It established the
workflow.

TB: The open secret is that
nobody knows how anything
works.

TS: It just does.

TB: And Architect is the one
guy who sort of understands
the system, but he’s totally
depressed. So things are
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TB: What else needs to be
said about Architect?

TS: It’s mostly that the tv
and the answering machine
serve as a medium to the

TS: There’s one called Fancy
That. Fancy That is people
going around and saying: “Look
at this!”

With antique shows, it’s not sounds like.

TS: Guess My Name.
Contestants and viewers try to
guess person’s name.

TB: It’s exactly what it

TS: Here’s a good one: What’s
in My Mouth?

TB: Kinda like Guess My Name.

TS: Trey you wanna play real
quick?

TS: So Earth Cop is..we went
to the dark ages. A lot of
info got lost, so culture is
already distorting itself.
Like hippie halloween

TB: He’s earth cop, so he’s
saving the earth.

TS: He’s saving the earth
from bad guys by working in
one city.

TS: The thing is, anyone can
have a show on NGHBRS.

TB: Oh right yeah!

TS:
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space called the Holosphere.
The Holosphere is a space

that melds to your body. You

can walk down the road. Kick a
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TB: There was some cataclysm.
That’s never really been

Tn €act it's cold as hell
And theve's wo one theve to

we’re gonna be sick of
checking our email, and things
like that. Texting or emails -
no more of
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TB: It’s a person moving
their hand through the light.

TB:

Giwvwe a hint,

M., Min?
TB:

kind of chimera.

TS: He’s a cop and he wears
two guns.

TB: Texas ranger.

make one.

This food is advertised all
over the place. And people eat
it. But it’s an important

“Toa\a\.‘.”
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As if they needed a “street
team” to make it like
“Brooklyn” or...not
Brooklyn...I mean...murals
everywhere.

They needed someone to put
some culture in the space. So
that was Adgoblin’s position.
And Zazzle was there to kind
of work with him, to make it
enjoyable in some capacity.
Instead of it being a prison.
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TS: There’s no civilization
anymore. It’s basically
daycares, nurseries, and
hospitals. You go to earth to
have your kid. And raise it a
little bit. And then: off to
space. Mars ain’t the kinda
place to raise your kids.
Infact it’s cold as hell. You
can’t raise your kids in
space, you have to raise them
on earth.

TB: NGHBRS is like an
outpost. It’s a truckstop for
asteroid miners.

TOM & BRENDA

TS: Brenda signed up for

show after being there for a
while. And one night her
roommate —

TB: Tom.

TS: Tom asked her:

"Can T come on
the vadio Show one
day?”

And he’s been there ever
since. Pretty much lives at

the radio station. The radio
station is WZZN.

NGHBRS, and she wanted a radio

Play and conversation are
inextricable when communicating
with Taylor and Trey: creating
specificity out of thin atir,
histories real and imaginary,
and in general, locating life

Like NGHBRS, the art and
sport of boarding took shape
for Taylor first and foremost
in his mind. Taylor developed
theories of best practices on
the board, a mapping project

URSULA SOMMER on Skimboards, NGHBRS, Collaboration, and Play

search of perfect untapped

of world-building. In this new
world, boarding would quickly
become a sport that all of
Brooklyn would soon take up.

practice manifest in physical
patches of aggregate a feeling forms. The role of
conversation seems central to
the creation of a space
station in which needs no
longer exist, where everything

minds to each other in an
alternate reality that both
Taylor and Trey have described
to me as quickly becoming
shockingly similar to the
world we live in. When they

M, M?

Maybe they don’t know what’s
in their mouth either!
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1hio” Avd then
Shoots at thew.

"Get ‘ew, 3Un!”

TB: Get em, gun.
TS:

"Never tvy to
oUtvun wy bullet?”

"T'w €aster than
that”

"We'll see! Get ‘ew,
U

Yeah so and maybe he has a

they're apples if an apple was
an apple but it's a ball and
it doesn't have any seeds,
it's all apple through and
through.

TB: And they sell this stuff
in a supermarket type place?

TS: Yeah...there's one store.
But also shops. That's a perk
of living in NGHBRS. If you
want to fulfill a dream, you
can do that, or you can go to
the store. If you don't like
it you can do something else.
If people want to use that
service it can stay, you know,
it's like way more
information.

TB: I think that’s
interesting. I never really
thought about it like that.

"Cor the ants? You
wont one too?”

“Neah..yeah. 1 cans
o %oda glease. "

And then they shoot!

"That was aveat!
Wawnna do anothevr
one wnext
Wedneéda\.ﬂ»

Neabh. T think T
do”
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TB: Also: for the miners,
there’s ‘Cation-Station.

TS: Yeah! They can’t have a
waterfall there — you can’t do
that — but you could literally
go swimming in a Holosphere
waterfall.

You wanna be a girl in a
shower? You can do that. You
can go to ‘Cation-station.
Maybe that’s all people do at
caystionstation. They just
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TS: It’s an outpost for
leisure and normalcy.

TB: The people are there to
support the biome.

TS: They’re employees.

TB: They’re there to

entertain asteroid miners when

they come out from the cold.
MM: Like a pioneer town.

TB: So it’s all midi music.
TS: She gets passed down
these digital tracks from
listeners. She holds around
80% of the remaining music

"T aot this €rom
de\ta 1 Takin it
home"”

And it’s the Monster Mash but

in MIDI.

If I was hoppin through the
galaxy I think I would
probably be into that.

duo.

mundane activities with this

Four years ago, Taylor
conceived of a plastic board,
much like a skimboard in
shape, size, and function.
When thrown on certain types
of asphalt and concrete
aggregates and then jumped on,
it could be ridden down the
block. Taylor was first
inspired when one night, he
told me, he found a discarded
cutting board in Chinatown and
threw it onto the street. It
skidded across the asphalt and
soon Taylor found that he too
could skid across the asphalt.
And thus, the concept of

manual he put together to
teach boarding to a wider
audience. But it was through
dialogue with friends that
boarding took on a clearer
form. By taking me out on the
streets, two CNC-cut boards in
tow (with customized sizes and
insignias), and teaching me
how to run and literally take
a leap of faith onto a %”
thick pilece of careening
plastic down Broadway, Taylor
saw the importance of
education in his boarding
practice. His willingness to
teach me not only the surface
dynamics, but his own personal
theories of experiencing this
newfound sport, gave our

timing our rides between
traffic flows. Boarding felt
like an incredibly personal
expression of Taylor’s mind
and physicality that he wanted
to teach the world.

In this way, the practice
that created NGHBRS and
boarding are similar. Both
have their own set of
vocabulary, rules, and
hyper-specificity that make
them seem almost like the
world we know, but they
require a translator and guide
to get inside. Trey and I have
both served as witness, muse,
sounding board, and
collaborator to making aspects

needed, and often only through
being asked, “What is a UNI?”
or “How did Tom and Brenda
meet?” The station and its
moving parts have been
compiled, arranged, and
modified over the course of
years (certainly since before
boarding was ever conceived)
by telling others about it.
When asked a new question, a
new part of the station takes
shape, as if Taylor had only
needed to be asked about it in
order to see 1it.

People who know Taylor and
Trey know about NGHBRS. It is
an expression of their
friendship -- a world

perversion of our very real
genetically modified meats.
Now, meat grown in a petri
dish 1s almost expected —
certainly no longer a
fabricated alter-reality.
Taylor and Trey’s prescient
ideas for NGHBRS are called
forth through dialogue, by
hitting the ground running
with an idea, eager to see how
it lands. Taylor coasts
through his own mind and
invites us to hop on, ready to
show us a way to navigate and
to conceive of our own
mundanities and those of the
surrounding world through a
prism of situational comedy,
in which the absurd and the
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TB: There's no money, really..
If you opened up a framing
shop and no one ever came into
your framing shop - that's
okay.

TS: That's okay. You can make
frames. I don't know, maybe
they're not even made out of
wood.

[clapping]

So that’s what he does -
he’s 1like ...moves the little
stick around. Pushin the ants
around.

TB:

"That's one”
"That's two.”

TS:

"I counted that
one a\ro_aa\q.”
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